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Network of national and regional housing provider 
federations

• 4,500 public, voluntary housing organisations

• 28,000 cooperative housing organisations

43 members in 23 countries (19 EU Member States)

Manage 26 million dwellings, about 11% of existing 
dwellings in the EU

About us in brief





Our Vision, our guide

• We, not-for-profit, public and co-
operatives housing providers, 
have a vision of a Europe which 
provides access to decent and 
affordable housing for all in 
communities which are socially, 
economically and environmentally 
sustainable and where all are 
enabled to reach their full potential.

• We provide housing for socially 
sustainable neighborhoods.



Positive elements in the Quito Declaration 
-importance of affordable housing

• § 31-A call for local governments to put in place housing 
policies. This is the first step in many countries where housing 
public policy is either absent or dysfunctional. 

• § 33 –The recognition of the importance of the variety of 
housing options. Crucial for ex. in Easter Europe where there 
are 90% of homeowners but a lot of them have no means to 
maintain their dwellings.

• § 46-Commitment to promote the role of affordable and 
sustainable housing and housing finance  affordable 
housing is something difficult to get in cities that are growing 
economically and demographically. 



BUT something is missing in the 
Declaration

The recognition of the necessity to set up 
long term housing institutions and structures

All countries need 

• professional and efficient housing providers which focus on 
social and affordable housing

• a (regulatory) framework for the governance 

• regulation and supervision of minimal housing quality 
(besides rent regulation)

• dedicated financial instruments/bodies, government 
support and supervision mechanisms



Social, public or cooperative 
housing providers are dedicated 

social enterprises 

that have a key role not only in 
housing policy but also in urban 

development, social inclusion and 
climate action



1. Social housing helps mitigating increasing
poverty and declining purchasing power
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2. Social housing providers help improve heath of 
their tenants by renovating their homes and 

adapting them to the old age

Eurofound: the total cost of inadequate housing
across the EU is 295 billion EUR

The total cost of leaving people in an existing
‘unimproved’ housing is 194 billion EUR ( =
societal medical savings if the repair is done)

 a payback of just over 1.5 years.



3. Social housing helps making better use 
of energy

- 1.843.000 dwellings have been refurbished, 

average refurbishment rate of 1,2 % of their stock. 

an average energy saving of 45 kWh/m2/year which makes their 
tenants able to save on average 724 € on their energy bill

- Mietstrom



4. Social housing helps integrating people in a 
culturally diversified society



5. Social housing helps sharing the befenits of 
urban growth



Above all, social housing helps people live in 
dignity and maintain trust within and 

between communities



BUT, public budget constraints and increasing 
social demand from new migrants/refugees and 

new poor put the system under pressure 

This matters a lot for integration
of migrants (cf. Make Heimat)



Housing4All campaign

A great moment to gather inputs from various 
sectors/countries 

On how to cope with this challenging context and how to 
make social housing providers future proofed.  

There is a need to promote dedicated responsible housing 
enterprises 

 FLEXIBILITY (in rents, activities, housing types)

 INVESTMENT (in various forms)

 COOPERATION (social housing providers/public 
authorities/social services and care providers)




