
THE SPEAKERS’ LINE-UP
INSPIRE: KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Ilka Ruby, Publisher and Curator on issues surrounding Architecture and Urbanism

Ilka Ruby is a Berlin-based Publisher and Curator on issues surrounding Ar-
chitecture and Urbanism. She studied Architecture at RWTH Aachen and TU 
Vienna. Together with her partner Andreas Ruby, she founded textbild, an 
office for architectural communication, and Ruby Press, a publishing house 
with a focus on architecture, art, and other cultural practices engaged in the 
production of space. 
Through Ruby Press, the two have produced award winning books such as 

City of God - Cidade de Deus (2013), and Housing Cairo (2016) and realised a number of curato-
rial projects, such as the video installation Endless Bauhaus, part of the Modell Bauhaus exhibi-
tion at the Martin Gropius Bau in Berlin (2009); Never Demolish for the Copenhagen Architecture 
Festival (2017); and Together! The New Architecture of the Collective at the Vitra Design Museum 
(2017). Additionally, they have organized several international symposia on architecture and de-
sign, including the Min to Max symposium on affordable housing (2011). 
Ilka Ruby has taught at Cornell University, Berlin University of the Arts, and the Peter Behrens 
School of Architecture in Düsseldorf.

DISCUSS I: PREPARING FOR CHANGES

Dr. Rudiger Ahrend, Head of the Urban Programme in the OECD’s Directorate for 
Public Governance and Territorial Development

Dr. Rudiger Ahrend is Head of the Urban Programme in the OECD’s Directo-
rate for Public Governance and Territorial Development. In this capacity, he 
has been supervising numerous urban projects, for example on metropolitan 
development and governance, urban productivity, land use, housing, green 
growth, urban transport, and national urban policies. 
As Head of the Urban Programme, Dr Ahrend is also in charge of the OECD 
Working Party on Urban Policies, as well as the OECD Roundtable of Mayors 

and Ministers. At the OECD, where he started as an official in 2002, Dr. Ahrend worked as a 
Senior Economist in the OECD’s Economic Department. Prior to joining OECD, he worked as a 
researcher and independent consultant and has published widely, both in academic journals and 
newspapers. Rudiger Ahrend holds a PhD in Economics from the London School of Economics, 
as well as degrees in Social Sciences and Mathematics from the University of Göttingen, Paris-IX 
Dauphine, and the Sorbonne. 

Carina Dantas, Innovation Director in Cáritas Coimbra & Vice-President of 
EU Covenant on Demographic Change

Carina Dantas has a degree in Law and post graduate studies in Psychoana-
lytic Psychotherapy. She is Director of the Innovation Department of Cáritas 
Coimbra (Portugal) since 2011, a non-profit organisation that supports more 
than 25.000 persons/year, with about 1000 employees and 150 volunteers.
She is Caritas project manager of GrowMeUp; Project Reduz Internal Evalu-
ator; Member of technical and pedagogical council of CEARTE – EVT centre; 
Representative in UE Digital Skills and Jobs Coalition; member of group 4 in 

RIS3 Centro - smart specialization strategy; person of contact in Ageing@Coimbra network and 
for the Refugees support in the Dioceses. She is also Vice-President of the European Covenant 



on Demographic Change; Main Coordinator in group D4 - Age-friendly Building, Cities and Envi-
ronments of the European Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing and Evaluator of 
the Innovative Practices Repository of the EIP-AHA. www.carinadantas.ml 

Dr. Wouter van Gent, Assistant Professor, Department of Geogra-
phy, Planning and International Development Studies, University of 
Amsterdam

Wouter van Gent is an assistant professor in urban geography at the Univer-
sity of Amsterdam. His work focuses on segregation, gentrification, neigh-
bourhood change, housing and urban policies. Currently he is involved in a 

joint-research project with housing associations and municipalities that looks at regional dynam-
ics to re-think neighbourhood regeneration and housing provision in Dutch urban regions. 

DISCUSS II: EMBRACING CHANGES

Dr. John McPeake, Interim CEO, Helm Housing N.Ireland & Housing 
Europe Board Member 

John McPeake is an economist and an urban planner who has spent the 
bulk of his professional career working in the field of social and affordable 
housing, mostly with the Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE) in Bel-
fast. He joined the NIHE in 1982 as a Graduate Trainee and retired in 2014 

as its Chief Executive. In retirement he has maintained an active interest in housing and currently 
holds board roles at the Northern Ireland Federation of Housing Associations (Belfast), Wales and 
West Housing (Cardiff), and Housing Europe (Brussels). Following retirement John was appointed 
as an Honorary Professor in Housing at the School of Planning at Queen’s University, Belfast. In 
2016 John was encouraged back to full time employment as the Interim CEO at Helm Housing, 
where he led a merger with another NI based association to form Radius Housing, the largest 
housing association on the island of Ireland.

Rossana Zaccaria, President of Legacoop Abitanti, the Italian 
Association of Inhabitants’ Cooperatives

 
Rossana was born in Milan and now lives in Rome. After her graduation in 
Modern Literature, with a specialisation on Adult Education she has worked 
for some years in the social field with elderly and children, researching for 
many years human rights with Amnesty International – Ambient Assisted Liv-

ing with ITC/CNR – Social Cooperative Housing etc. Since 2006 her focus was the coordination 
of research projects within the network of Social Housing in Europe on different topics, including 
energy efficiency, innovative building technologies, empowerment of behavioural changes of ten-
ants in the direction of sustainable use of the house with a new awareness of life style and col-
laborative methods, technologies and devices for elderly oriented to an Ambient Assisted Living. 
Over the last two years Rossana has been President of the National Association of Inhabitants’ 
Cooperatives in Italy, Legacoop Abitanti, a member of Housing Europe. 

Bertrand Bret, Advisor to the Chairman & Head of International 
Affairs, Paris Habitat 

Bertrand Bret, 60, has a Post Graduate Diploma in Political Sciences and a 
Master of Communication. Prior to joining Paris Habitat in 2001 as Advisor 
to the Chairman, he worked for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and served to 
French Embassies in the Middle-East. Then he held various roles and elected 

functions including advisor to a M.P, President of the Security Committee of the Region Ile-de 



France Council, 1st Deputy – Mayor in charge of housing and urban projects of the 20th district 
of Paris and he joined the Mayor of Paris’ staff as advisor to social housing companies’ activities.
He has been involved since 2012 in developing international partnerships and relationships be-
tween Paris Habitat and other social housing companies as in European and Asian capitals than 
in French-speaking countries. He is now the Head of International Affairs.

ACT: THE UNITED CITIES OF EUROPE

Laia Ortiz, Deputy Mayor of Social Rights in Barcelona City Council

Laia Ortiz i Castellví is deputy mayor for Social Rights in Barcelona. She is 
spokesperson for the political party Barcelona en Comú in the City Council. 
From 2011-2015 she was a member of the Congress of Deputies of Spain. 
She has been coordinator of Joves d’Esquerra Verda (Green Youth) party, 
Dones amb Iniciativa (women with initiative movement) and an analyst for 

the Institute of Political and Social Sciences. She is currently deputy mayor for social rights in 
the city council of Barcelona, president of the municipal institute for the disabled, and president 
of the municipal institute of social services. Since 2016 she is Chair of the Social Affairs Forum 
of Eurocities. 

Laurens Ivens, City of Amsterdam Alderperson responsible for 
Building & Housing Planning

During his study of Economics, Laurens Ivens specialised in microeconom-
ics, public finance, development economics and environmental economics. 
During his Political Science studies, he focused on group processes, elec-
tions and international comparisons. From 2001 to 2010 he was the Policy 

Assistant of the SP (Dutch Socialist Party) group in the House of Representatives. Since 2006 
Ivens has been a member of the SP's City Council group, chairing it from 2010.
In the same year, 40 prominent Amsterdammers elected Ivens as Amsterdam Councillor of the 
Year. In the City Council he spoke on finance, art and culture, and sport. In his post as Senior As-
sistant Public Affairs at the ANWB (Royal Dutch Touring Club) he was concerned with advocacy 
in the field of road safety and infrastructure. 

Dr. Elisabeth Merk, City of Munich Planning Director

Elisabeth Merk was born in Regensburg in 1963. From 1988 to 1994, she 
worked in architecture and monument protection and completed her PhD 
in Florence. From 1995 to 2000, she contributed to urban planning, urban 
monument conservation and special projects in Munich and Regensburg. 
She led the urban development and urban planning division in Halle/Saale 

from 2000 to 2006. From 2005 until 2007, Elisabeth Merk held a chair in urban construction/
urban planning at HFT Stuttgart. Since 2007, Elisabeth Merk has been the City of Munich Plan-
ning Director and was re-elected in 2013. In 2009, she was appointed honorary professor at the 
HFT Stuttgart. In 2015, Professor Merk was elected President of the German Academy for Urban 
Construction and Regional Planning (DASL). 

Marc Calon, President of Housing Europe

Marc Calon is President of Housing Europe since 2014. He was President 
of Aedes, the Association of Dutch Social Housing Organizations from June 
2009 till the end of 2016. Since January 2017 he is the chairman of LTO Ned-
erland, the Dutch Federation of Agriculture and Horticulture. In that capacity, 
he was member of the Executive Board of the Dutch federation of SMEs 



(MKB Nederland), member of the General Board of the Foundation for Urban Renewal and Board 
member of the Amsterdam School of Real Estate (ASRE). Prior to this, he has served as a Deputy 
of the Province of Groningen for ten years on behalf of the Labour Party. In his personal capacity, 
Marc is a member of the advisory board of the public transport company Arriva, member of the 
supervisory board of the distribution network operator Enexis, and still active as a farmer.

COMPASS: LESSONS LEARNT AND THE WAY FORWARD

Cédric Van Styvendael, General Director of Eastern Habitat 
Métropole & Housing Europe Board Member 

The organisation, a member of Union Sociale pour l’ Habitat (USH), the 
French partner of Housing Europe, manages around 14.000 homes and has 
more than 300 partners.  After his term at the Habitat and Territories Council 
on issues of urban local management, urban renovation and strategy, Cédric 

became General Manager of Villeurbanne Eastern Habitat. He is member of the Board of Hous-
ing Europe as well as a member of the executive committee of USH. 

The event is moderated by Eddy Adams

Eddy Adams is interested in cities. He works as an Expert for URBACT, 
Urban Innovative Actions and the OECD, amongst others. 
He is also an adviser to the Social Innovation Exchange (SIX).
You may find him on Twitter @Eddyca1


