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• Carrying out comparative 
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Working Conditions 



EUROPE’S STRENGTH 
Europe is still one of the best places to live worldwide! 



Europe is still a great place to live 

Source: Mapping done for Wikimedia, based on Human Development Index 2013, World Bank. 



SIGNS OF WEAKENING 
However, some key indicators show that Europe is loosing its stance 



After job losses between 2008 and 2010, 
virtually no growth in employment since 

2010... 

Number of jobs in the economy (Index 2003=100),  

Source: European Labour Force Surveys 2003-2012 
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Source: European Labour Force Surveys 2003-2012 
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...employment is increasing in only a few 
countries, while stagnating im most other 

members states... 



Number of jobs in the economy (Index 2003=100),  

Source: European Labour Force Surveys 2003-2012 

...and still decreasing in eight countries 
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Young people not in employmen, education 
or training NEET 

Source: EUROFOUND 2012 



 

Economic cost of the NEET: 153 billion Euro 
per year 

Source: EUROFOUND 2012 



Inequality has increased substantially in most 
countries... 

Source: Luxembourg Income Study (LIS), waves I to VIII (ca. 1981 – 2010) 



...while stable or decreasing in only four 
countries 

Source: Luxembourg Income Study (LIS), waves I to VIII (ca. 1981 – 2010) 



...and poverty rates have surged in most 
countries since 2007. 

Source: At-riks-of poverty rates – Persons living in households where DPI ≤ 60% Median 

national DPI, based on EU-SILC, as published by Eurostat, 2007 and 2011. 



 

...and poverty rates have surged in most 
countries since 2007. 

Source: At-riks-of poverty rates – Persons living in households where DPI ≤ 60% Median 

national DPI, based on EU-SILC, as published by Eurostat, 2007 and 2011. 

3 Nordic 

countries 



 

...and poverty rates have surged in most 
countries since 2007. 

Source: At-riks-of poverty rates – Persons living in households where DPI ≤ 60% Median 

national DPI, based on EU-SILC, as published by Eurostat, 2007 and 2011. 

Central 

European MS 



 

...and poverty rates have surged in most 
countries since 2007. 

Source: At-riks-of poverty rates – Persons living in households where DPI ≤ 60% Median 

national DPI, based on EU-SILC, as published by Eurostat, 2007 and 2011. 

Countries mostly 

exposed to the recession 



 

...and poverty rates have surged in most 
countries since 2007. 

Source: At-riks-of poverty rates – Persons living in households where DPI ≤ 60% Median 

national DPI, based on EU-SILC, as published by Eurostat, 2007 and 2011. 

Baltic states ? 



 

More and more working-age households 
where noone works. 

Source: EUROSTAT online database, figures for 2007 and 2012. 



SUBJECTIVE INDICATORS OF 
QUAILTY OF LIFE 

Eurofound takes a more outcome oriented approach to complement 
objective indicators 



• Tool for monitoring social change  

• Analyses the multidimensional nature of 
quality of life in Europe 

• Looks at the relationship between subjective 
and objective measures 

 

 

The European Quality of Life Survey (EQLS) 



Source: EQLS, waves I to III, question Q40-c and Q41 

EQLS: Satisfaction and Happiness 



Source: EQLS, waves I to III, question Q53-a-b-c 

EQLS: How is the quality of services rated 
across Europe 



  
EQLS: Difficulties making ends meet (%) 

Source: EQLS, waves I to III, question Q58, Households that have at least some difficulties to make ends meet. 



HOME, HOUSING AND LOCAL 
ENVIRONMENT 

Home and housing situation across EU27 in 2011 



EQLS:  Differences in satisfaction with 
accomodation 



EQLS:  Arrears in paying rent / mortgage and 
arrears in paying utility bills 



EQLS:  Likelihood of need to leave 
accomodation due to unaffordability (%) 



EQLS:  Social Housing, quality of the service 
by country on a scale from 1 to 10 (95% C.I.) 



EQLS:  Problems in the neighbourhood, rural 
versus urban (%) 



Policy options to help houseolds in distress 
(from EF publications) 

• Social housing policies have to play a role in 
emergency situations to facilitate transfer to 
more affordable housing;  

• Proactive early warning systems like „Vroeg 
Eropaf“ in Amsterdam advises households 
who cannot pay for housing anymore; 

• Social services can potentially play a role of an 
early referral and disseminate prevention 
information. 



Thank you very much! 


